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opportunity of picking a hole in the Soviet
Union. The " enigma 3? of the Trotskyist trials
was an occasion for stigmatising the apparent
arbitrariness of the proceedings in brilliant and
ironical articles. The cs terror" which was
showing itself in the Soviet Union was proof
enough to them that the Union was at bottom
"terror*" no different from the Fascist States., and that
therefore they had been right in not acclaiming
it. This " terror 35 justified their indecision and
negligence and quieted their consciences. The
" despotism " of the Soviet Union was for them
a welcome cloak with which to cover their own
nakedness.

It caused no surprise in the Soviet Union.
The repercussions of the Sinovjev trial did not
discourage the Union from arranging a second
No swprise Trotskyist trial. The good It did to their Internal
politics, this public cleansing of their own
house immediately before the war, amply
compensated the moral prestige which they
might lose in the eyes of Incompetent foreign
critics.

The Soviet Union has no false ideas about
the mentality abroad. Its people boast that
their Red Army alone has preserved the world